8                 '      THE ORIGINS OF THE WAR
The British Proposal for Direct Negotiations
In spite of the German preparations for imme-
diate war, the British Government still tried to find
a solution which would satisfy Hitler's amour-
propre and, at the same time, preserve the existence
of Poland. They suggested 'the initiation of direct
discussions between the German and Polish Govern-
ments on a basis which would include . . . the safe-
guarding of Poland's essential interests and the
securing of the settlement by an international guaran-
tee'.1 They found no difficulties on the Polish side.
The Poles well knew what the ordeal of war might
mean to them; they were ready to go as far as they
could go towards placating the Germans without
putting themselves" in the terrible position of the
Czechs after Munich. Hence the Polish Govern-
ment agreed to the principle of direct negotiations,
obviously on condition that these negotiations were
real, and that the Polish representatives were not
treated like President Hacha of Czechoslovakia,
and compelled to give way to German force.
The British proposal put Hitler in a difficulty.
His method of eluding this difficulty illuminates the
deeper reasons for the outbreak of the war. The
British plan aimed at the removal of grievances by
peaceful negotiation. The plan implied that each
side should state its case; that all grievances of
Poles against Germans and Germans against Poles
should be examined impartially and quietly at a
conference table, and that the negotiating parties
were genuinely anxious to avoid war. The Poles
certainly, as the weaker party, did not want war,
1 British Blue Book, p. 127 (28 Aug. 1939).